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►Today’s Objectives

►What are standardized test?

►What are standardized tests used for at ISB?

►How do teachers use test results to improve learning?





Standardized Testing

►A test administered and scored in a 
consistent manner (MAP,SAT, GRE, IBDP, 
IOWA Tests, ACER, MAT 8).

►One way to measure how your child is doing in 
school.

►A way to objectively compare a child to 
other children at the same grade level, in 
the same district, or with a group of similar 
students.

►A way to determine what a child has mastered 
and what they still need to learn.



MAP Tests vs. Traditional 
Standardized Tests

MAP tests are: Standardized tests are:

*Adaptive to each student

*No questions are wasted

*Tests challenge students; then tend not to frustrate or 
bore students

*A single test form is given to all 
students

*Written for the average grade level 
ability

*Students can easily be frustrated as 
testing takes place, same questions for 
all students

*Schools can test up to four times in one year

*Untimed

*Taken on a computer

*Scores available as early as 24 hours 

*Schools test only once a  year

*Tests are usually timed

*Tests usually taken with paper and 
pencil

*Test scores sent off-site for marking, 
results could be available months after 
testing.



Benefits of MAP testing
• Limits the numbers of questions to those that 

efficiently measure a student’s achievement level
(Math, Science, and Language Usage 52, Reading 42)

• Tests adapt to the child’s proficiency level.
• Lessens frustrations - gives students confidence.
• Tests are not timed, but most students finish tests in 

about an hour.
• Normative testing refers to the process of comparing 

one test-take to another, not whether the test take 
knows more or less material than the others.



MAP
Measures of Academic Progress™



MAP
Measures of Academic Progress™

• Administered three times a year (Fall, Winter, Spring)

• Reading, Mathematics (Grades 2 - 10)

• Language Usage (Grades 3 - 10)

• Science 

• Results are available immediately to teachers

• Computer Based 
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The RIT Score

• Results are given in a RIT Score which relates directly to the 

curriculum scale in each subject area

• RIT scores range from 100 - 300

• Third graders typically score in the 180-200 level

• Students typically progress to the 220 - 260 level in high 

school
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What is Typical?
Most students are in the 50th percentile

Avera
ge



MAP
Measures of Academic Progress™



What do teachers do with all 
this data?

► Meet in teams to look for patterns.
► Identify what we need to improve 

upon.
► Modify teaching strategies to improve 

learning.
► Differentiate future lessons: “You get 

what you need”.
► Craft learning goals with students. 



MAP
Measures of Academic Progress™

Trends by Class or Grade Level
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Trends by Individual Student



School’s
Student Growth Summary

Focusing on GROWTH leads to 
Achievement



Reading the test 
scores

► Terms to Understand: RIT scores, Norm Group Average, 
Percentile (%ile), Goal Strands, Lexile score

► Understanding %iles- Percentile means…The percentage of a 
student’s peer group (grade level)that a score surpasses.
Percentiles can be different when comparing a student 
nationally and district wide.

► If a student is in the 78th%ile it means that that student 
scored better than 78% of the students taking that test.

► A student who is at grade level will be at the 50th%ile.



Lexile-RIT to Reading Range

• Students also receive a Lexile or RIT to Reading Range.

• Lexile levels indicate where a reader can expect a 75% comprehension rate.

• Do not directly correlate with grade level, but there are correlation charts teachers 
can use.

► For example, A student who receives a 770 can read a 4th or 5th grade level text.

► Lexile scores span a 150 point range.

► Use www.lexile.com to find books that are appropriate for your child.



The MAP Family Report
After testing, parents will receive a MAP 

Family Report for their child.

https://dpdol.nwe
a.org/public/grow
th/GR_SampleFa
mily.pdf

https://dpdol.nwea.org/public/growth/GR_SampleFamily.pdf


The MAP Progress Report
The middle-bold number is your child’s 
RIT score. The numbers on either side of 
the RIT score define the score range your 
child would score if they were retested.

Presents the RIT 
growth your child 
made from the 
previous testing 
session.

The middle-bold number is 
your child's percentile The 
numbers on either side of 
the percentile rank define 
the percentile range.

Represent the typical
growth of students at 
this age and grade 
level. 



The MAP Progress Report
The BLUE represents your 
child’s RIT score in the 
identified term

The ORANGE 
represents the ISB 
average RIT score

The YELLOW 
represents the average 
RIT score of all students 
in the world that have 
taken MAP



The MAP Progress Report
Negative Growth in a Snapshot...

Students took too little time
25 seconds on a question is not enough time…

OR

Students were not engaged during the test...
Effort fluctuates



When a drop in score happens…

• Our school gathers data from multiple sources to create 
a data profile for your child.

• Our school examines external and internal data (end of 
unit assessments, pre-assessments, etc…) to triangulate 
results.



Things to keep in mind 
as parents

►Standardized testing is only one way to 
measure students’ academic achievement.

►Tests are only a single snapshot in time.
►How the child is feeling (rushed, tired, hungry, 

sick) and their attitude toward the test can 
change results.

►Comfort level with computerized tests can also 
impact results (first time/grade two/EAL).



Supporting Your Child 
Maximizing Growth: School

• Highly qualified educators with differentiated 
classroom lessons aligned to the AERO/Common Core 
set of standards.

• Subscriptions to Raz-Kids for Reading and IXL Math 
for targeted instruction. 



Supporting Your Child 
Maximizing Growth: Home

• Read to your child or around your child… consistently.

• Continue to inquire. 

• Be a role model of a life-long learner. 



Ways to help your child

► Make sure your child is well-rested on the day of the test -One 
hour per day; three days in a season. 

► Give your child a well-rounded diet. Consider including some 
protein in your child’s breakfast on the day of the test.

► Some students will test in the afternoon. Send a healthy lunch and an 
extra snack.

► As a parent, you play a critical role in promoting your child’s 
academic growth and overall well-being.

► Parents and teachers can work together to improve student 
learning.



Questions?

► Thank you!


